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pay a visit to a friend. He will come back at eight or nine and go to bed at ten or eleven. But Marathas who have estates to manage lead regular, fairly busy lives."
Sir D. Ibbetson drew attention to the fact that the rising 9. Nature of the Marathas against the Muhammadans was almost the ^Stha only instance in Indian history of what might correctly be insurrec-called a really national movement. In other cases, as that tlon* of the Sikhs, though the essential motive was perhaps of the same nature, it was obscured by the fact that its ostensible tendency was religious. The gurus of the Sikhs did not call on their followers to fight for their country but for a new religion. This was only in accordance with the Hindu intellect, to which the idea of nationality has hitherto been foreign, while its protests against both alien and domestic tyrannies tend to take the shape of a religious revolt A similar tendency is observable even in the case of the Marathas, for the rising was from its inception largely engineered by the Maratha Brahmans, who on its success hastened to annex for themselves a leading position in the new Poona state. And it has been recorded that in calling his countrymen to arms, Sivaji did not ask them to defend their hearths and homes or wives and children, but to rally for the protection of the sacred persons of Brahmans and cows.
Although the Marathas have now in imitation of the 10. Rajputs and Muhammadans adopted the parda system, this ^m^nL is not a native custom, and women have played quite an past times. important part in their history.    The women of the household have also exercised a considerable influence and their opinions  are  treated  with  respect  by  the  men.     Several instances occur in which women of high rank have successfully acted as governors and administrators.     In the Bhonsla family the Princess Baka Bai, widow of Raghuji II., is a conspicuous instance, while the famous or notorious Rani of Jhansi is another case of a Maratha lady who led her troops in person, and was called the best man on the native side in the Mutiny.
This article may conclude with one or two extracts to n. The give an idea of the way in which the Maratha soldiery took the field.    Grant Duff describes the troopers as follows :